
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 
We had another wonderful summer.  While it was sad to lose the warm weather, 
fall brought us beautiful colors and many leaves as we now transition into winter.   
 
Professional Lake Management continues to do a great job controlling the weeds 
in the lake.  This year we have had significantly less weed growth break the sur-
face, which made boating and swimming a pleasure.   
 
Last year, we had the West Beach pump rebuilt, and this year we had the North 
Pump rebuilt.  As a result, we are pumping more water into the lake at signifi-
cantly less cost.  Both pumps are more than paying for themselves by using much 
less electricity.   
 
Both the East and West Beach parks looked great this year.  Terry Gartside works 
incredibly hard weeding, re-seeding, and helping to keep the parks clean.  Kathi 
Dominguez, our Parks chairperson, devoted much of her time supervising the 
landscaping and park equipment, planting flowers, and helping to make the parks 
beautiful and useable.   
 
I want to thank all of our Board and Committee members, each of whom are valu-
able, for bringing to the table their unique knowledge and experience.  Our mem-
bers volunteer a great deal of their time, not only to attend regular and special 
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Parks -  Terry Gartside 
 
Hopefully everyone noticed the healthy green color of our parks this year, thanks to a good mowing company, a new fertilizing and 
grub program, and a water source at the west beach.  Mother Nature’s timely rains and a continuous year-by-year seeding of grub-
infected areas paid off and there was not much to do but the general maintenance and the trimming and weeding in the area of the flow-
ers and shrubs. 
 
Weeds were especially active at both parks this year.  We had a significant problem in the East Beach parking lot.  Ugly masses of 
weeds took over much of the parking lot, leaving one hideous sight.  What a contrast from the lovely flowers site up near the street!  
After hours on hands and knees, we took out twenty pounds of weeds.   
 
We also had an unusual problem at the West Beach swimming area where plant material washed up on shore and may have caused 
weed growth.  Part of the problem may have been the natural waves and wind.  Another part of the problem was caused by pontoon 
boats creating wake that breaks on the beach, bringing with it plant material.   
 
Thanks to everyone who picked up the rakes available at each beach.  It’s up to all of up to keep our parks looking beautiful.   
 
A special thanks to Dawn Earle and Pat Talbott for their generous flower and shrub donation, and to Frank McBride for the material 
and construction of the brick bed housing these plants, which is located at the west beach adjacent to the swimming area. 
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THINGS YOU NEVER KNEW ABOUT YOUR BOARD MEMBERS 
 
INTRODUCING LIZ RHOADS 
 
My name is Liz Rhoads.  I live on East Geneva Drive with my husband, Jim.  We have lived in DeWitt for 
seven years, which is the longest we have lived anywhere.  I am a military brat, military wife, and military 
mom, so I’ve moved around a lot.  Jim’s last assignment in the Army brought us here.   
 
We have two boys (men).  Brandon, 24, is in the army, and serving at Fort Benning, Georgia.  Ben, 21, is a 
senior at MSU and serving in the National Guard.  We have really enjoyed living in DeWitt and especially 
like the people we have met here.  It has been my pleasure to serve on the Lake Association Board for the last 
three years.   
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Mosquito Control - Ray Draeger 
 
               The LGPOA has formed a Mos-
quito Control Committee to study the 
potential costs, benefits, legal ramifica-
tions, as well as health, allergy, and envi-
ronmental challenges of mosquito con-
trol for our Association.  Every year in 
Michigan we are challenged more and 
more with the annoyance and potential 
health problems from mosquito-borne 
illnesses.  A mosquito control program 
may help manage the nuisance effects of 
mosquitoes.  
 
               Mosquito control is intended as a 
safe  and economically feasible approach 
in which they use pellets, granular appli-
cations, site inspections, trap testing, 
along with spraying of pesticides and 
other products, to reduce mosquito 
populations to tolerable levels.   
 
               The purpose of the study is to get 
input from our members.  If you would 
like to join the Mosquito Control Com-
mittee, or have concerns or comments, 
please feel free to contact Ray Draeger 
at draegerray@comcast.net or Jay Roor-
bach at roorbach@power-net.net.   

Common Courtesy  
 
The Association has several rules that were enacted for reasons of 
health, safety, and courtesy. Dogs are not allowed in the park because 
they create messes, dig in the sand, chase children, and, unwittingly, 
carry diseases.   The following websites discuss the potential health 
dangers associated with dogs. http://www.innvista.com/HEALTH/
microbes/parasite/round.htm and http://www.niaid.nih.gov/
factsheets/roundwor.htm 
 
We have a no wake rule on the lake.  We have this rule to try to keep 
our lake healthy.  When boats speed around the lake, they create a 
wake that damages shorelines.   
 
Although you may not realize it at the time, you are upsetting the bal-
ance of the lake.   
 
It is also inconsiderate of others, who are trying to follow the rules, 
and would like to enjoy the peace and quiet of the water.   
 
Another reminder is that people are not permitted to swim across the 
lake without a boat escort.  This rule exists because it is extremely 
difficult for boat drivers to see unescorted swimmers in the middle of 
the lake, and we would like to prevent a death or serious injury. 
The catch and release rule is intended to preserve our fish popula-
tions, and the delicate balance of our lake habitat.   
 
The Board greatly appreciates all of the members who use the lake 
and parks and obey our few, but necessary, rules.   

Lake Geneva Property Owners Association Meeting Schedule  
December 20 -  January 17 - February 21  ** 

DeWitt Public Library - 7:00 p.m. 
Meetings are held at the DeWitt Public Library at 7:00 p.m. They 
are open to everyone.   If you are planning to attend, please 
check with any board member just to verify the date. 
 

Annual meeting Wednesday, March 14, 2007 
Look for the notice in your mail the beginning of the year. 



 
JAKE THE RAKE 

 
[Newsletter Creator Note:  “Jake” had a 
wonderful article written on replanting, 
but my delinquency with the newsletter 
caused it to not be timely.  Please 
visit the website at www.lgpoa.com to 
view it.] 
 
A couple last minute tips to people who 
don’t make it in time for the leaf col-

lection here in DeWitt.  Don’t fear!  These wonderful 
nutrient-rich leaves are Mother Nature’s fertilizer 
to get a head start on next year's lawn.  You may ei-
ther mulch them directly on to your grass (be sure to 
mulch, not allow them to clump on your grass as you 
may cause grass to be rotted), use them as a frost 
barrier in select areas, or turn them into leaf mold.   
 
You can create a simple composting area by finding an 
out-of-the-way area in which to place the leaves and 
then just add water.  A quick and easy method for a 
non-composting bin process is to use yard waste bags. 
Stuff the bags as full as possible, close them up, 
place them somewhere unobtrusive, douse them thor-
oughly, and then poke a few holes in them.  They will 
magically turn into a healthy vitamin mixture for 
your lawn or garden in the spring.  
 
(Hint: Shredding them is a great way to hasten the 
process.) 
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LOST MINUTES 
               –Stu Shaver 
 
     The Board needs 
your help.  Minutes are 
kept of all Board 
meetings.  Prior to 1997, 
there was a master book 
of all minutes which 
cannot be found, and 
which we would like to 
locate for historical 
purposes.   
 
     We are hopeful that a 
prior board member 
may have that master 
book.  If you have the 
master book, or have 
copies of minutes prior 
to 1997, please contact 
Stu at 669.4484 or 
Stu@StuShafer.com or 
Ray at 490.9714 or 
draederray@comcast.
net 
                Thank you.   

President’s Message (Continued from page 1) 
 

meetings, but to research issues, contact suppliers, spread sand, plant and donate flowers and shrubs, clean and wa-
ter the parks, and much, much more.   
 
Your board is always available should you have any questions, and remember we have our website at www.lgpoa.
com 
 
I am looking forward to seeing everyone at our Annual Meeting on March 14, 2007. 
 
~Stu Shafer, President 
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COMMITTEE   MEMBERS: 
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     Kathi Dominguez (Chair), Terry Gartside, Liz 
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bach 
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     Dan Skorich (Chair), Dan Norberg, Chadd 
Smith 
 
City Liaison:   
     Dan Skorich (Chair),  Kathi Dominguez 
 
Compliance: 
     Doug Earle (Chair), Jay Roorbach, Terry 
Gartside 
 
Lake Level and Water Quality: 
     Chadd Smith (Chair), Tim Walter, Ray Drae-
ger, Doug Earle 
 
Newsletter, Website, and Information: 
     Terry Gartside (Chair), Melissa DeMong, 
Heidi Fernandez, Jen Marthia 
 
Welcoming: 
     Barb Hamm (Chair), Doug Earle, Ray Draeger, 
Deneen Benham, Liz Rhoads 
 
Assistant Treasurer:  Michael E. Lacharite 
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MEET TERRY GARTSIDE 
 
Terry was born in 1935.  He and his sister Barbara grew up in River Rouge, Michigan.  Terry graduated from River 
Rouge High School in 1954, and from Detroit Bible Institute in 1958, where he earned a teaching certificate. 
  
Terry met his wife Dona in Alma, Michigan, and they were married in 1961.  Instead of teaching, Terry changed di-
rections and bought one of thirteen Lansing milk routes offered through Sealtest, where he enjoyed 36 years of self-
employment. 
 
Dona, Terry, and their three children, Kirk, Karlyn, and Kent, moved to Lake Geneva in 1972.  Dona and Terry are 
blessed with three wonderful teenage grandchildren living within a 30 minute drive of each other. 
 
At the age of 42, Terry’s journey led him to Martin Music on Mt. Hope Road.  There he learned to play keyboard.  
The Lansing Area Senior Center lunch program was in its growing stages when the director, Mary Booth, chal-
lenged Terry to entertain the seniors with dinner music, which he does and loves.  Terry recently became a Master 
Gardener through the MSU Master Gardening program.  Terry feels the music clears his mind, and the gardening 
work builds up his body.  Terry enjoys watching Detroit Tigers, often reflecting on the good old days when the Ti-
ger’s Comerica Park used to be called Briggs Stadium.  Terry is also a bowler and bowls in five leagues every week 
throughout the school year. 
 
AND DON’T FORGET DAN SKORICH… 
 
Dan has lived in Geneva Shores since 1982 when he and his wife, Cathy, bought their first home at the corner of 
South Geneva and Lucerne.  Since then they have moved twice, once to an existing home on West Geneva and 
more recently to a new house they built on West Geneva.  Although Dan and Cathy have moved three times, they 
have fun explaining they only buy houses on West Geneva Drive!  Dan is an attorney with an office in downtown 
DeWitt.   

Sheds - Stu Shafer 
 
The Building and Use Restrictions for each of our subdivisions prohibit sheds.  The only 
permitted structures are houses and attached garages.  As a result of receiving a number 
of complaints, the Board became aware of a number of sheds that have been constructed 
in our Association.  Earlier this year, the Board contacted those members and advised 
them to remove their sheds.  A number of those members opposed the Board’s request, 
and they were invited to a Board meeting to discuss the issue, which was extremely 
informative and helpful.  The Board learned that some sheds are over 20 years old, some 
sheds are attached to the house or garage while others are not, some members were 
informally advised by past Board members that they could build their shed, and most were 
built without seeking or obtaining approval from the Building Committee or Board or 
obtaining appropriate permits from the City. 
 
It is important to understand that the Board did not pass this prohibition against sheds.  
This is a prohibition included in the Building and Use Restrictions set forth by the original 
developers, and these restrictions cannot be changed by the Board.  Part of the Board’s 
duties include enforcing the Building and Use Restrictions.   
 
The Board has consulted with its legal counsel and has appointed a special committee for 
the purpose of developing recommendations after investigating all available options.  The 
Board agreed to defer action on existing sheds until after receiving the special committee’s 
recommendations, which will be presented at the Annual Meeting.   
 
Pre-approval by the Board is required before any construction, including houses, garages, 
docks, remodeling, or any other structure.  The Board will not approve sheds and will take 
immediate action for the removal of any new sheds built or placed on a member’s property, 
including litigation, if necessary. 
 
Any questions regarding construction and / or the approval process may be directed to me 
or any member of the Building Committee. 


